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LEIGHTON-LINSLADE TOWN COUNCIL

MARKETS SUB-COMMITTEE

THURSDAY 2 NOVEMBER 2017 AT 1000 HOURS

Present:  Councillors D Bowater
K Cursons 
J M Freeman (Chair)
T Morris

 
                      Also in attendance:      M Saccoccio (Town Clerk)

V Cannon (Head of Cultural and Economic 
Services) 
A Harrison (Market Manager)
M Jahn (Committee Officer)
J Martindale (Project Management Officer)
K Young (Market Trader Representative) 

           Members of the Public: 1
           Members of the Press: 0

The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming those present.

085/MK APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence had been received from Councillor Cotter and 
Councillor Spurr

086/MK DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

Members were asked to declare any interests, including the nature of those 
interests, which they had in any of the items under consideration at this 
meeting.  No declarations were made. 

087/MK QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

Ms V Harvey expressed concerns over the low number of shoppers at the 
Tuesday market and how this could be addressed.   The type of stalls, perhaps 
more second hand goods would appeal to the different shoppers at this market. 

Another concern was the cancellation of the market because of predicted 
windy weather and if an extreme weather plan would be put in place for these 
days.   A question was also raised about the overall costs of the new market 
and does it cost more to erect the stalls and run the specialist markets.  The 
Chair thanked Ms V Harvey and replied that these questions would be 
discussed during the meeting.

088/MK MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
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The Sub-Committee received the draft minutes of the previous meeting, held 
on 10 August 2017 for consideration. 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Markets Sub-Committee meeting held 
on 10 August 2017 be approved as a correct record and were signed 
accordingly.

089/MK MARKET GENERAL UPDATE
 
The Sub-Committee received an update report on market activity from Adrian 
Harrison, Market Manager.  The Sub-Committee discussed the closure of the 
market due to windy weather and agreed that procedure was followed but all 
policies and procedures would be reviewed and alternative options looked at.  

Positive comments had been received regarding the market relaunch from 
Traders and recruitment of new traders had increased. Some traders preferred 
the Tuesday market and some the Saturday market depending on the type of 
goods they sold as the audience for the market was different on each trading 
day.  Issues with the layout and erection of gazebos are being resolved.  Karen 
Young, Market Trader Representative, said the feedback she had heard was 
positive and wanted to give credit to the traders and council for their work to 
make the relaunch a success. 

 A survey for feedback from the traders would be timetabled in to gauge the 
level of trading since the relaunch.  The Town Clerk said the traders and 
council would work together and would need honest replies from the surveys 
so any problems could be resolved so the council could work to support the 
traders.

RESOLVED to note the report.

090/MK BUDGET REPORT

The Sub-Committee received a budget report for July to September 2017. It 
was noted that the Market was an asset for the community and is being 
subsidised by the Council. The future aim will be to reduce the amount of 
subsidy required. 

RESOLVED to note the report 

091/MK    MARKET RELAUNCH DELIVERY UPDATE AND FUTURE DEVELOPMENT

The Sub-Committee received a report on the progress of the market relaunch 
activity, ongoing improvement work and to set the timeframe for a new market 
development plan. 

Additional capacity for market promotions planning and delivery as well as 
trader recruitment has been secured in-house. 
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The Sub-Committee discussed the moving of the taxi rank. Central 
Bedfordshire Council is leading a formal consultation process. The traders 
have received personalised targeted help with merchandise displays and will 
also receive social media training so they can use the market website and 
twitter to add comments and promote their business and the market.

A question was raised regarding the Saturday market on a five week month, 
whether some sort of event could be organised for the fifth week. Officers 
would look into this possibility. 

RESOLVED to note the report.

The meeting closed at 10:49 hours.

I HEREBY CONFIRM THAT THE FOREGOING IS A TRUE AND ACCURATE RECORD 
OF THE MEETING HELD ON 2 November 2017.

Chair 1 FEBRUARY 2018 


